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1* Af^anlstan*9 oc(m<»ilo depeadmiee on the US^ has in tiia last 
ei|*t aontiis expanded to the point vHn&e«, if the present trerxi continues, 
the Soviet union wUl pwfcatoly be able w thin the next £m years to in- 
fluence isffectively Afu^an political as well as eeononic policy, Ihe 
basic oause of closer Af^an-Soviet relatitms is Af^an prliwj sinister 
laud’s CBBiviction that only frca the liQ® can he obtain the large-scale 
econcxnic assistance requlr^i for the riq}ld i90demi»atl<ai caf his country 
airf the political and loUitaiy mxpp<xet to sake his droa® of Pui^toonis- 
tan a reality, Daud now appears to b© stronger than ever— both inter- 
nally and in regard to his bargaining positiffln wlttr Pidcistan, 


2, Recent cos^jlsticMi of contracts for uoviet construction of ton 
development projects in all parts of Afghanistan, extensive Af^an use 
of the transit route through ^e UloR, reported shipsent of Almst half 
of Afghanistan’s total oicjjorts to the U i;3R, and Af^an receipt of Sov- 
iet and probably Ozedi arms are evidenoe of 1h© closeness of mtrmt 
Af ghan- joviet relations. 


3* Kabul continues to K^ntalr contact with the infest— as in the 
case of the ii;iii,500,000 aviatit»i agreement recently signed with the 
United itates— aid Daud will probably continue to be susceptible to 
Western proposals which w juld give him sa»e protection agaiiist an even- 
tual loviet takeover. H<»«avQr, the overall trtJOd of Af^an policy at 
the prMtent is clearly ttward closer relations with the soviet bloc. 
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